

	[image: A red rectangular sign with white text

Description automatically generated]
	
	[image: ]
	279 Normanby Road,
	
	[image: ]
	Private Bag 16,

	
	
	
	Port Melbourne,
VIC 3207, Australia
	
	
	Port Melbourne,
VIC 3207, Australia

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	

	[image: ]
	
	
	144 Westbourne Grove, Northcote,
VIC 3000
	
	
	



Silvan Scholarships Application form
About the Scholarship
The Victorian Aboriginal Education Association Inc. (VAEAI) is partnering with Silvan Scholarships Ltd in auspicing 5 scholarships targeting Koorie students in Years 11 & 12 and residing in the Victoria.
The Silvan Scholarships program is an initiative to provide funding for promising students, at risk of not completing secondary school. Utilising funding from grants and private philanthropic donations, the program partners with secondary colleges and other community organisations to identify at risk students and provide financial support to assist them to complete their secondary education.
Silvan Scholarships recognise equity in excellence. Students in flexible learning programs, specialist education, Victorian Pathways Certificate (VPC), Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) and VCE Vocational Major (VM) are eligible for the scholarship. Applicants must be:
(a) completing Year 10 or 11 at a Victorian government school; and
(b) committed to completing Year 11 and 12 (or equivalent) at a Victorian government school; and
(c) demonstrating a high level of dedication; and
(d) experiencing, or likely to experience, financial difficulty in completing secondary school, including but not limited to:
(i) inability to purchase school resources, such as computers, textbooks or stationery;
(ii) issues accessing school, including public transport and reliable internet access;
(iii) unstable living arrangements.
Funding provided through the Silvan Scholarships is intended to be flexible and tailored to a student's specific circumstances. Potential uses for funding include:
(a) study or art supplies, resource books or eBooks;
(b) IT such as a laptop, software, home printer;
(c) tutoring;
(d) specialist equipment for use in chosen school courses (e.g., camera, graphic set, musical instrument, calculator);
(e) specialist equipment for use in chosen vocational courses (e.g., tools, personal protective equipment);
(f) school and specialist uniforms;
(g) annual public transport passes to get to school or job placements;
(h) furniture to support study (e.g., desk, ergonomic chair);  
(i) support with rental, utilities or home internet costs.
[bookmark: _Toc396397345][bookmark: _Toc428975626][bookmark: _Toc117042029]How to apply 
To apply, eligible students need to complete the application form themselves, responding to criteria questions and nominating a community reference. Submit the completed application via email to jarrod@vaeai.org.au with the subject line: Silvan Scholarship [insert full name of applicant and school], by the due date. 
[bookmark: _Toc463347687][bookmark: _Toc117042030]Due date for applications
Fully completed applications for the 2026 Silvan Scholarships must be received by Thursday 22nd January 2026. Incomplete applications or applications received after the due date may not be considered. 




 





Frequently Asked Questions
How long does a Silvan Scholarship last?
All scholarships disbursed in 2026 will expire at the end of 2026. All subsequent Silvan Scholarships will last one year: scholarships will be disbursed in February, and the recipient will have until the end of the subsequent December to utilise the funds. Partner organisations will ensure that any unused funds are returned to Silvan Scholarships. 

Can a student be nominated for a Silvan Scholarship more than once?
Yes. A student who received a year 11 (or equivalent) Silvan Scholarship may be re-nominated the following year for a year 12 Silvan Scholarship. If successful, the student would receive a full new Silvan Scholarship worth $3,000.

Which students are eligible for Silvan Scholarships? Is it year 10 or year 11 students?
Silvan Scholarships are awarded at the start of the year to students entering Year 11 or Year 12 in that year. For example, a student starting Year 11 in 2026 would be eligible for a 2026 Scholarship, which would be awarded in February 2026.


Applicant and parent/caregiver details
Student details
	Name
	

	Date of birth
	
	Female/Male/Gender neutral/Self described 
	

	School
	

	Principal
	

	Name of school you plan to attend in 2025
(if different from your current school)
	


[bookmark: _Toc463347694][bookmark: _Toc117042033]
Parent/caregiver details
	Name
	

	Relationship to student
	

	Address (street name and number)
	

	Suburb
	

	State
	

	Postcode
	

	Phone contact
	

	Email address 
Note: This is the address we will use for any written contact
	





Selection Criteria
Are you Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander? How are you involved with the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community?


Are you currently completing Year 10 or 11 at a Victorian Government School? What are your motivations to complete Year 11 and 12 or equivalent? What keeps you going?


How would this scholarship help you complete Year 11 and 12 or equivalent? How would it help you achieve your goals?


Please provide contact information for your community reference. This should be a known and respected member of the Koorie community. 
	Referee name
	

	Referee position
	

	Phone contact
	

	Email address 
Note: This is the address we will use for any written contact
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