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The Victorian Aboriginal 
Education Association Inc. 
(VAEAI) is the peak Koorie 
community-controlled body for 
Aboriginal Education and training 
in Victoria.  
 
Explore the VAEAI website , 
subscribe for newsletters and 
follow us on Facebook.  
 
VAEAI website: 
http://www.vaeai.org.au/ 

Protocols for Koorie Education in 
Victorian Primary and Secondary 
Schools has been produced by VAEAI 
following requests for guidance on 
appropriate protocols for schools to 
follow in providing a welcoming 
school environment for Koorie 
community members, and working 
respectfully with the Koorie 
community to enrich school 
curricula. 
 
Protocols for schools: 
CLICK HERE 

We highly recommend 
consulting with Aboriginal 
people and Aboriginal 
sources for information. 
Where available, your local 
LAECG is a good first point of 
contact and VAEAI can assist 
with contacts. Try to work 
with local community 
people and Elders, and 
always respect their 
intellectual and cultural 
property rights.   
 

The Victorian Aboriginal Education Association Inc. (VAEAI) was first 
established in 1976 as the Victorian Aboriginal Education Consultative 
Group (VAECG). The shared aim of the VAECG was to increase the 
presence and voice of Koorie people in education decision making at a 
time when limited Aboriginal organisations existed. 
 
Today VAEAI continues to represent the Victorian Koorie Community in 
relation to education policy development and strategic programming at 
local, state and national levels.  
 
VAEAI supports the provision of education and training that reinforces the 
Koorie ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩs cultural identity, and increases awareness in the wider 
community of Koorie cultures, histories and aspirations in education and 
training. 
 

26 
January 

Survival Day  
 
 
 
 
 
National Day of 
Mourning, 1938 
 
 
Aboriginal Tent 
Embassy, est. 1972 

A day off, a barbecue and 
fireworks? A celebration of who we 
are as a nation? A day of mourning 
and invasion? A celebration of 
survival? Australians hold many 
different views on what the 26th of 
January means to them. 
 
In 2017 a number of councils 
controversially decided to no 
longer celebrate Australia Day on 
this day, while Ψ/ƘŀƴƎŜ the 5ŀǘŜΩ ƛǎ 
the slogan of a prominent 
contemporary campaign and 
dedicated website. Consider why 
there is continuing debate and 
conflicting emotions about our 
national day. For an Aboriginal 
perspective read the communiqué 
from the National Peak body of 
Aboriginal health organisations.  
 
Research the first Day of Mourning, 
involving Victorian Yorta Yorta 
leaders William Cooper and Sir 
Doug Nichols and its connection to 
NAIDOC week held later in July. 
 
The Australian of the Year Awards 
occur annually on this date. How 
many Aboriginal Australians of the 
Year have there been? Who are 
they and where are they from? 

ONLINE RESOURCES 
in full  
 
 
1st National Day of Mourning: 
https://aiatsis.gov.au/exhibitions/day-
mourning-26th-january-1938  
 
http://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalcul
ture/history/australia-day-invasion-day 
 
https://www.naidoc.org.au/about/history 
 
NACCHO communiqué & Change the Date 
campaign: 
http://nacchocommunique.com/2014/01/24/
naccho-aboriginal-health-and-january-26-
debate-what-does-australia-day-mean-for-
our-mob/ 
 
http://changethedate.org/ 
 
Lionel Rose: 
https://www.smh.com.au/sport/boxing/from
-the-archives-lionel-rose-is-named-1969-
australian-of-the-year-20190118-p50s6x.html 
 
https://www.australianoftheyear.org.au/hon
our-roll/?view=fullView&recipientID=68  
 
https://www.australianoftheyear.org.au/hon
our-roll/?view=search&query=indigenous  
 
 
 

Did you know that the 
celebrated Kurnai 
Gunditjmara world 
champion boxer Lionel Rose 
was the first Aboriginal 
person to be named 
Australian of the Year back 
in 1968? 
 
 

 
 
A weary eyed Lionel Rose clutches 
his world title trophy after beating 
Alan Rudkin in Melbourne 1969 
CREDIT: SMH, STAFF 
PHOTOGRAPHER 

The 26th of January aka Australia Day, Survival Day, Invasion Day, 
Sovereignty Day and National Day of Mourning marks an important time 
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and for non-Indigenous 
Australians alike. For the first Australians the day essentially marks the 
survival of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and their cultures. 
For non-Indigenous Australians it marks the landing of the First Fleet, a 
group of eleven ships from Britain that landed on the shores of Botany Bay 
where the clash of two cultures and the fight for one land began. 
 
The first Day of Mourning was a protest held by Aboriginal Australians on 
26 January 1938, the 150th anniversary of the British colonisation of 
Australia. From 1940 until 1955, the National Day of Mourning was held 
annually on the Sunday before Australia Day and was known as Aborigines 
Day. In 1955 Aborigines Day was shifted to the first Sunday in July after it 
was decided the day should become not simply a protest day but also a 
celebration of Aboriginal culture and survival. 
 
 

 

http://www.vaeai.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/vaeai
http://www.vaeai.org.au/
http://www.vaeai.org.au/?ddownload=5951
http://www.vaeai.org.au/?ddownload=5951
http://www.vaeai.org.au/?ddownload=5951
http://www.vaeai.org.au/?ddownload=5951
http://www.vaeai.org.au/local-aboriginal-education-consultative-groups/
http://www.vaeai.org.au/
http://changethedate.org/
https://nacchocommunique.com/2014/01/24/naccho-aboriginal-health-and-january-26-debate-what-does-australia-day-mean-for-our-mob/
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/collections/exhibitions/dayofmourning/26jan.html
https://aiatsis.gov.au/exhibitions/day-mourning-26th-january-1938
https://aiatsis.gov.au/exhibitions/day-mourning-26th-january-1938
https://aiatsis.gov.au/exhibitions/day-mourning-26th-january-1938
http://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/history/australia-day-invasion-day
http://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/history/australia-day-invasion-day
https://www.naidoc.org.au/about/history
http://nacchocommunique.com/2014/01/24/naccho-aboriginal-health-and-january-26-debate-what-does-australia-day-mean-for-our-mob/
http://nacchocommunique.com/2014/01/24/naccho-aboriginal-health-and-january-26-debate-what-does-australia-day-mean-for-our-mob/
http://nacchocommunique.com/2014/01/24/naccho-aboriginal-health-and-january-26-debate-what-does-australia-day-mean-for-our-mob/
http://nacchocommunique.com/2014/01/24/naccho-aboriginal-health-and-january-26-debate-what-does-australia-day-mean-for-our-mob/
http://changethedate.org/
https://www.smh.com.au/sport/boxing/from-the-archives-lionel-rose-is-named-1969-australian-of-the-year-20190118-p50s6x.html
https://www.smh.com.au/sport/boxing/from-the-archives-lionel-rose-is-named-1969-australian-of-the-year-20190118-p50s6x.html
https://www.smh.com.au/sport/boxing/from-the-archives-lionel-rose-is-named-1969-australian-of-the-year-20190118-p50s6x.html
https://www.australianoftheyear.org.au/honour-roll/?view=fullView&recipientID=68
https://www.australianoftheyear.org.au/honour-roll/?view=fullView&recipientID=68
https://www.australianoftheyear.org.au/honour-roll/?view=search&query=indigenous
https://www.australianoftheyear.org.au/honour-roll/?view=search&query=indigenous
http://ia.anu.edu.au/biography/rose-lionel-edmund-17824
https://www.smh.com.au/sport/boxing/from-the-archives-lionel-rose-is-named-1969-australian-of-the-year-20190118-p50s6x.html
https://aiatsis.gov.au/exhibitions/day-mourning-26th-january-1938
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February  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anniversary of the 
Cummeragunja 
Walk-off of 1939 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With older students watch the DVD 
The Legacy of a People about the 
Shepparton Koorie community and 
Cummeragunja Reserve, and 
investigate the reasons for the 
Cummeragunja Walk-off of 1939 
(VAEAI has a limited number of 
copies).  
 
The now archived Mission Voices 
website developed by the Koorie 
Heritage Trust is a great multimedia 
resource. Listen to the late 
Bangerang Elder Uncle Sandy 
Atkinson and others from 
Cummeragunja discuss life in the 
day, belonging and connection to 
place. ΨwŜŀƭ tƭŀȅŜǊΩ ŦǊŜŜ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ 
Ƴŀȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘŜŘΩΦ 
 
With younger students (years 5-8) 
explore the Voices of 
Cummerangunja links and read or 
listen to the late Uncle Sandy 
Atkinson talk about conservation 
practices. What evidence is there 
that people lived in harmony with 
their land? Provide at least one 
specific example of their 
conservation practices. όΨwŜŀƭ 
Player free software may need to be 
ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘŜŘΩύΦ 
 
With students research the opera  

Pecan Summer by Yorta Yorta 

composer Deborah Cheetham AO ς 

the first opera written by an 

Indigenous Australian and involving 

an Indigenous caste ς based on the 

Cummeragunja Walk-off.  A filmed 

version of Pecan Summer is now 

available through SBS On Demand 

and a number of video clips and 

news reports have been uploaded 

to Youtube. Explore the life of 

Deborah Cheetham and her journey 

to be an opera singer and author.   

Legacy of a People DVD 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/work/171001609?sel
ectedversion=NBD50015642 
 
Cummeragunja Mission: 
https://www.records.nsw.gov.au/archives/co
llections-and-research/guides-and-
indexes/stories/cummeragunja-walk-off 
 
http://pandora.nla.gov.au/pan/44035/20061
123-
0000/www.abc.net.au/missionvoices/cumme
ragunja/default.html   
 
http://pandora.nla.gov.au/pan/44035/20061
123-
0000/www.abc.net.au/missionvoices/cumme
ragunja/voices_of_cummerangunja/default.h
tml   
 
http://pandora.nla.gov.au/pan/44035/20061
123-
0000/www.abc.net.au/missionvoices/cumme
ragunja/voices_of_cummerangunja/uncle_sa
ndy_atkinson/uncle_sandy_talks_of_conserv
ation_practices_/default.html 
 
Pecan Summer opera: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4txDrTC
uaaM 
 
https://www.sbs.com.au/ondemand/video/8
60269123626/Pecan-Summer-The-Opera  
 
https://www.google.com.au/search?q=pecan
+summer+youtube&dcr=0&source=lnms&tb
m=vid&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjD8pL14urYAhU
DU7wKHaQ7DG4Q_AUICigB&biw=1222&bih=
721  
 
http://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/abo
ut-town/first-aboriginal-opera--pecan-
summer-20120815-248s4.html 
 
http://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/abo
ut-town/pecan-summers-ray-of-sunshine-
through-song-20120907-25jtm.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Image from The Bunyip of 
Berkeley's Creek Written by Jenny 
Wagner and illustrated by Ron 
Brooks First edition: Longman 
Young Books, Melbourne, 1973. 

 
 
Did you know that the 
legendary Bunyip is said to 
get its name from the 
Wemba Wemba and 
Wergaia languages of the 
Murray River Region?  
 
Numerous tales of the bunyip 
in written literature appeared 
in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries. One of the earliest 
known is a story in Andrew 
[ŀƴƎϥǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ .Ǌƻǿƴ CŀƛǊȅ .ƻƻƪΩ 
(1904).  
 
 
 
 
Significantly in 2016, rock art 
featuring four bunyips was 
rediscovered in a sandstone 
ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ƛƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ DŀǊƛǿŜǊŘ 
region - or the Grampians as 
they have been called since 
colonisation. The Age 
reported in 2019 that this find 
ǎƘƛƴŜǎ ΨƴŜǿ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ŀƴ ŀƎŜ-
old story ς that of a cosmic 
struggle between creator 
spirit and his monstrous 
enemy.Ω  

 

Cummeragunja lies on the NSW side of Dhungala ς the Murray River ς on 
the traditional lands of the Bangerang and Yorta Yorta peoples. The river 
is hugely important to the people and has sustained them for thousands 
of years. 
 
On the 4th February 1939, over 200 residents of the Cummeragunja 
Mission walked off the mission station in protest against conditions at the 
station, and crossed the Murray River into Victoria, leaving the state of 
New South Wales. At the time, this was in contravention of rules set by the 
New South Wales Aboriginal Protection Board restricting the movement of 
Aboriginal people.   Many settled in Barmah, Echuca, Shepparton, 
Mooroopna and aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜΩǎ Fitzroy.   The Cummeragunja Walk Off has 
been described as the first ever mass strike of Aboriginal people in 
Australia and brought about changes to the Aborigines Protection Act of 
NSW. 
 
 

 

Pecan Summer is 

AustraƭƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ LƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ 

opera, written by Yorta 

Yorta soprano, Deborah 

Cheetham AO. The opera 

is based on the events 

surrounding the walk-off 

from Cummeragunja 

mission in 1939.  

 Pecan Summer brings 

together the largest 

ensemble of Indigenous 

performers of any 

professional production in 

Australia.  

Book online at 

melbournerecital.com.au 

for the 10th anniversary 

gala performances of 

Pecan Summer at the 

magnificent Melbourne 

Recital Centre on October 

30 & 31, 2020. 

 

 

 

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/work/171001609?selectedversion=NBD50015642
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http://pandora.nla.gov.au/pan/44035/20061123-0000/www.abc.net.au/missionvoices/cummeragunja/voices_of_cummerangunja/uncle_sandy_atkinson/uncle_sandy_talks_of_conservation_practices_/default.html
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https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/rediscovered-rock-art-reveals-an-ancient-monster-20190106-p50pu1.html
http://www.murrayriver.com.au/about-the-murray/bunyips/
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Murray River focus:  
 
Focus learning activities around 
Koorie peoples, languages and 
stories of the Murray River region, 
such as the Bangerang Dreaming 
story * about the creation of 
Dungala (Tongala), aka the Murray 
River, and the famous Bunyip story.    
 
 
*Depending on the region or the 
language group, there are a 
number of Creation Stories about 
the Murray River ς for good 
background material see: Ponde 
the Murray Cod ς River Creator. 
 
 
 
 
Behind the News (BTN) have 
produced a short documentary that 
looks at life along Australia's largest 
river system, the Murray River. 
River Kids is narrated by Tyrone, a 
young SA Ngarrindjeri boy, who 
introduces us to people who 
depend on it.   
 
 
With secondary students, explore 
the ecological, spiritual, economic 
and aesthetic significance of the 
Murray- Darling basin and 
approaches to custodial 
responsibility, environmental 
management and sustainability.   
Murray River Country: An 
ecological dialogue with traditional 
owners by geographer Jessica Weir 
comes with downloadable teaching 
notes and discusses the water crisis 
from a unique perspective ς the 
intimate stories of love and loss 
from the viewpoints of Aboriginal 
peoples who know the inland rivers 
as their traditional country.   

Murray River Resources: 
http://www.murrayriver.com.au/about-the-
murray/murray-river-aboriginals/ 
 
http://www.booktopia.com.au/murray-river-
shane-
strudwick/prod9780733330896.html?clickid=
zObUOfSm8Ta5x%3AhxMcV7hx3mUkQSqsU
M%3ATXWTE0&bk_source_id=75030&bk_so
urce=DGM 
 
Murray River Country and teacher notes: 
 
https://www.booktopia.com.au/murray-
river-country-jessica-k-
weir/book/9780855756789.html  
 
http://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/docs/
asp/education/mrc_final.pdf 
 
Murray River Creation Stories: 
 
Bangerang story:  
 
Listen to:  
https://youtu.be/TgjY27Sy48g 
 
read:  
https://cv.vic.gov.au/stories/aboriginal-
culture/meerreeng-an-here-is-my-
country/snake-and-water-lilies/snake-and-
water-lilies/  
 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/work/22892111?sele
ctedversion=NBD42424768  
 
Ponde the Murray Cod ς River Creator: 
http://www.riverspace.com.au/item/ponde-
the-murray-cod-river-creator/ 
 
 
Murray River Bunyip 
http://w ww.murrayriver.com.au/about-the-
murray/bunyips/ 
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bunyip 
 
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victori
a/rediscovered-rock-art-reveals-an-ancient-
monster-20190106-p50pu1.html 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Try to embed real life stories and 
perspectives from your local 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
community members across your 
curriculum throughout the year. 

 

https://youtu.be/TgjY27Sy48g
https://youtu.be/TgjY27Sy48g
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bunyip
http://www.riverspace.com.au/item/ponde-the-murray-cod-river-creator/
http://www.riverspace.com.au/item/ponde-the-murray-cod-river-creator/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v8Y71IbRGfo
http://aiatsis.gov.au/publications/products/murray-river-country-ecological-dialogue-traditional-owners/paperback
http://aiatsis.gov.au/publications/products/murray-river-country-ecological-dialogue-traditional-owners/paperback
http://aiatsis.gov.au/publications/products/murray-river-country-ecological-dialogue-traditional-owners/paperback
http://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/docs/asp/education/mrc_final.pdf
http://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/docs/asp/education/mrc_final.pdf
http://www.murrayriver.com.au/about-the-murray/murray-river-aboriginals/
http://www.murrayriver.com.au/about-the-murray/murray-river-aboriginals/
http://www.booktopia.com.au/murray-river-shane-strudwick/prod9780733330896.html?clickid=zObUOfSm8Ta5x%3AhxMcV7hx3mUkQSqsUM%3ATXWTE0&bk_source_id=75030&bk_source=DGM
http://www.booktopia.com.au/murray-river-shane-strudwick/prod9780733330896.html?clickid=zObUOfSm8Ta5x%3AhxMcV7hx3mUkQSqsUM%3ATXWTE0&bk_source_id=75030&bk_source=DGM
http://www.booktopia.com.au/murray-river-shane-strudwick/prod9780733330896.html?clickid=zObUOfSm8Ta5x%3AhxMcV7hx3mUkQSqsUM%3ATXWTE0&bk_source_id=75030&bk_source=DGM
http://www.booktopia.com.au/murray-river-shane-strudwick/prod9780733330896.html?clickid=zObUOfSm8Ta5x%3AhxMcV7hx3mUkQSqsUM%3ATXWTE0&bk_source_id=75030&bk_source=DGM
http://www.booktopia.com.au/murray-river-shane-strudwick/prod9780733330896.html?clickid=zObUOfSm8Ta5x%3AhxMcV7hx3mUkQSqsUM%3ATXWTE0&bk_source_id=75030&bk_source=DGM
http://www.booktopia.com.au/murray-river-shane-strudwick/prod9780733330896.html?clickid=zObUOfSm8Ta5x%3AhxMcV7hx3mUkQSqsUM%3ATXWTE0&bk_source_id=75030&bk_source=DGM
https://www.booktopia.com.au/murray-river-country-jessica-k-weir/book/9780855756789.html
https://www.booktopia.com.au/murray-river-country-jessica-k-weir/book/9780855756789.html
https://www.booktopia.com.au/murray-river-country-jessica-k-weir/book/9780855756789.html
http://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/docs/asp/education/mrc_final.pdf
http://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/docs/asp/education/mrc_final.pdf
https://youtu.be/TgjY27Sy48g
https://cv.vic.gov.au/stories/aboriginal-culture/meerreeng-an-here-is-my-country/snake-and-water-lilies/snake-and-water-lilies/
https://cv.vic.gov.au/stories/aboriginal-culture/meerreeng-an-here-is-my-country/snake-and-water-lilies/snake-and-water-lilies/
https://cv.vic.gov.au/stories/aboriginal-culture/meerreeng-an-here-is-my-country/snake-and-water-lilies/snake-and-water-lilies/
https://cv.vic.gov.au/stories/aboriginal-culture/meerreeng-an-here-is-my-country/snake-and-water-lilies/snake-and-water-lilies/
http://trove.nla.gov.au/work/22892111?selectedversion=NBD42424768
http://trove.nla.gov.au/work/22892111?selectedversion=NBD42424768
http://www.riverspace.com.au/item/ponde-the-murray-cod-river-creator/
http://www.riverspace.com.au/item/ponde-the-murray-cod-river-creator/
http://www.murrayriver.com.au/about-the-murray/bunyips/
http://www.murrayriver.com.au/about-the-murray/bunyips/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bunyip
https://cv.vic.gov.au/stories/aboriginal-culture/meerreeng-an-here-is-my-country/snake-and-water-lilies/snake-and-water-lilies/
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February  

 
 

1965 Freedom 
Rides Anniversary 
 

Learn about the 1965 NSW 
Freedom Rides  against prejudice 
and racial discrimination headed 
by Aboriginal students Charles 
Perkins and Gary Williams.  
 
View and download ±!9!LΩǎ 
feature teaching resource  The 
1965 Freedom rides for a host of 
curriculum-aligned activities, 
online links and multimedia 
resources.  
 
!L!¢{L{Ω ǎƛǘŜ includes the diaries 
of freedom rider Ann Curthoys, a 
photographic exhibition and a 
great reading list which includes a 
list of sources, news articles and 
external websites about the 1965 
Freedom Ride including the 
curated online exhibition, The 
1965 Freedom Ride. This 
exhibition brings together 
primary sources from students 
who took part in this landmark 
event with newspaper coverage 
from the time. 
 
Previously unpublished 
photographs of the 1965 
Freedom rides discovered in the 
NSW State Library of NSW 
archives were first exhibited in 
2015. Encourage students to 
explore these photographs, 
useful for discussions and 
presentations.  
 
Why were students compelled to 
take this action?  
 
What do these types of actions 
hope to achieve?  
 
Are there parallels between these 
actions and current student 
actions around Climate change 
and global warming? 

Freedom Rides: 
 
http://www.abc.net.au/archives/80days/stor
ies/2012/01/19/3414788.htm  
 
http://www.vaeai.org.au/?ddownload=6009 
 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/statelibraryof
nsw/albums/72157654250887374  
 
https://indigenousrights.net.au/people/pagin
ation/charles_perkins  
 
http://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/collections-
online/digitised-collections/documenting-
freedom-ride  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Image of The Daily Mirror, at: 
http://www.kooriweb.org/foley/images/history/1960s/fre
edom/fr13.ht 
ml 

 

 

 
 
Excerpt of Unidentified boys in wood 
shack, February 1965 / from The 
Tribune archived collection, at: 
 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/statelib
raryofnsw/albums/7215765425088737
4 

 

One lesson we can all draw from the Freedom 

Ride is the importance of speaking out against 

injustice, challenging oppression and 

discrimination, and doing it now. 

 
                                             Ann Curthoys, honorary professor, author, original freedom-rider 

 
The 1965 Freedom Rides: 
On February 12, 1965 a group of Sydney University students called 
"Students for Aboriginal Rights" (SAFA), led by Aboriginal students Charles 
Perkins and Gary Williams, began a trip that would change Australian 
history. Their journey was both an attempt to emulate the US Civil Rights 
Movement action in the early 1960s and designed to expose the racist 
underbelly of Australian society in rural NSW.  
 
The book Freedom Ride: a freedom rider remembers by Ann Curthoys, 
relives the experience of the Freedom Ride, drawing largely upon a diary 
written during the journey and the recollections of Indigenous and non-
indigenous people who were involved. Contemporary media reports as 
well as secondary accounts supplement the story, drawing attention to the 
impact of the ride and highlighting the ways in which the events have been 
remembered. 
See: http://www.kooriweb.org/foley/images/history/1960s/freedom/frdx.html 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/archives/80days/stories/2012/01/19/3414788.htm
http://www.vaeai.org.au/?ddownload=6009
http://www.vaeai.org.au/?ddownload=6009
http://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/collections-online/digitised-collections/documenting-freedom-ride
https://www.flickr.com/photos/statelibraryofnsw/albums/72157654250887374
http://www.abc.net.au/archives/80days/stories/2012/01/19/3414788.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/archives/80days/stories/2012/01/19/3414788.htm
http://www.vaeai.org.au/?ddownload=6009
https://www.flickr.com/photos/statelibraryofnsw/albums/72157654250887374
https://www.flickr.com/photos/statelibraryofnsw/albums/72157654250887374
https://indigenousrights.net.au/people/pagination/charles_perkins
https://indigenousrights.net.au/people/pagination/charles_perkins
http://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/collections-online/digitised-collections/documenting-freedom-ride
http://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/collections-online/digitised-collections/documenting-freedom-ride
http://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/collections-online/digitised-collections/documenting-freedom-ride
https://www.flickr.com/photos/statelibraryofnsw/albums/72157654250887374
https://www.flickr.com/photos/statelibraryofnsw/albums/72157654250887374
https://www.flickr.com/photos/statelibraryofnsw/albums/72157654250887374
http://www.kooriweb.org/foley/images/history/1960s/freedom/frdx.html
http://www.kooriweb.org/foley/images/history/1960s/freedom/fr13.html
https://www.flickr.com/photos/statelibraryofnsw/20829135935/in/album-72157654250887374/
http://indigenousrights.net.au/__data/assets/image/0017/413522/i1003_m.jpg
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National Apology 
Anniversary 

Where were YOU when the 
Apology was made? 
 
Invite a Stolen Generations 
member or another Aboriginal or 
Torres Strait Islander parent, 
Elder or community member to 
speak with your students about 
the Stolen Generations and the 
importance of celebrating the 
Apology Anniversary. 
 
Explore and download our  Vic 
Curriculum-aligned National 
Apology Anniversary teaching 
resource for background 
information, suggested activities, 
online links and teaching 
resources.  
 
Download the National Sorry Day 
/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ 
Learning about the Stolen 
Generation: the b{5/Ωǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
resource for great classroom and 
whole-of-school activities. 
 
 
 
Some questions you might want 
to consider with your students as 
part of a lesson: 
 
1. When might we apologise and 
say sorry for something, and how 
important is it? Any personal 
stories to share? How did you feel 
when someone apologised? 
 
2. Why was it so important for 
Parliament to make an Apology? 
 
3. How did your family members 
feel when the Australian 
tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ǎŀƛŘ ΨǎƻǊǊȅΩ ƛƴ нллуΚ 
 

VAEAI teaching resource: 
http://www.vaeai.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2019/09/National-Apology-
_10th-anniversary-resource.pdf 
 
Learning About the Stolen Generations 
Resource: 
http://www.vaeai.org.au/?ddownload=7086  
 
The Apology speech: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xiLnsFyA
VqE    
 
 

With sensitivity, honouring 
the Apology Anniversary and 
National Sorry Day builds 
understanding and respect 
between school and 
community, teachers and 
students.   
 
Discuss with your guest 
speaker prior to the lesson 
what they are willing to talk 
about, especially relating to 
potentially sensitive issues. 
Remember that across 
Victoria and the rest of the 
nation almost every, if not 
all Aboriginal families have 
been negatively affected by 
the policies and practices 
that have led to 
dispossession and what we 
now call the Stolen 
Generations. For some, this 
is still very difficult to 
reconcile and talk about. 
 
 
 

The National Apology to Australia's Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Peoples was delivered by the then Prime Minister Kevin Rudd on February 
13, 2008, and acknowledged in particular the Stolen Generations. 
 
Each year the National Sorry Day Committee encourages all schools, 
community groups, workplaces and individuals to commemorate the 
anniversary of this important event in Australia's history. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.vaeai.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/National-Apology-_10th-anniversary-resource.pdf
http://www.vaeai.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/National-Apology-_10th-anniversary-resource.pdf
http://www.vaeai.org.au/?ddownload=7086
http://www.vaeai.org.au/?ddownload=7086
http://www.vaeai.org.au/?ddownload=7086
http://www.vaeai.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/National-Apology-_10th-anniversary-resource.pdf
http://www.vaeai.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/National-Apology-_10th-anniversary-resource.pdf
http://www.vaeai.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/National-Apology-_10th-anniversary-resource.pdf
http://www.vaeai.org.au/?ddownload=7086
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xiLnsFyAVqE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xiLnsFyAVqE
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International 
Mother Language 
Day 

The student population in Victorian 
government schools is diverse. In 
2018, 32% of students were from 
language backgrounds other than 
English and 12% of the student 
population were English as an 
Additional Language (EAL) learners.  
 
Talk with students about their own 
language backgrounds using a 
range of maps where possible, and 
encourage children to use their 
heritage languages to introduce 
themselves and talk about their 
families and culture or sing a song. 
 
Talk about the language situation 
in Australia, and explore Australian 
Languages online with the 
magnifying glass on the language 
map link, making connections 
between language and place where 
students and teachers were born. 
Large printed maps can be 
purchased from AIATSIS and other 
outlets.  
 
With your students identify the 
traditional language group or 
country associated with your 
school and research the language 
and its language community. 
 
Download a range of Koorie 
interactive digital story apps made 
for iPads and iPhones featuring 
Koorie languages and English 
versions, by searching for VACL at 
the iTunes store. 
 
Work with VAEAI, the Victorian 
Corporation for Aboriginal 
Languages (VACL) and local Koorie 
community members to introduce 
the local Koorie language to your 
school in a variety of ways, formal 
and informal. 
 
 

International Day of Mother Language: 
https://en.unesco.org/commemorations/mot
herlanguageday/2018 
 
https://www.una.org.uk/get-involved/learn-
and-teach/international-days/mother-
language-day 
 
 
Aboriginal Languages maps: 
http://www.vaclang.org.au/Resources/maps.
html 
 
https://www.abc.net.au/indigenous/features
/gambay-languages-map/ 
 
Koorie Language apps on iTunes: 
https://itunes.apple.com/au/developer/victo
rian-aboriginal-corporation/id928978621 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2022Ȥ2032 has been 
proclaimed International 
Decade of Indigenous 
Languages by the UN to 
draw attention to the loss of 
indigenous languages 
globally, and the urgent 
need to preserve and 
promote them; inviting 
indigenous peoples τ as 
custodians τ to initiate 
ideas for preserving this 
endangered facet of cultural 
and social life. 
 
Did you know that there are 
approximately 250 
Aboriginal languages 
(around 500 including 
dialects) in Australia, and 
around 40 Aboriginal 
languages in Victoria?  
 
 
 

 

"Indigenous languages 
matter for development, 
peacebuilding, and 
reconciliation.ó  
                      IMDL 2020 theme  

 
 
International Mother Language Day - established over 20 years ago 
celebrates language diversity and variety worldwide annually on February 
21. Significantly it also remembers events such as the killing of four 
students on February 21, 1952, because they campaigned to officially use 
their mother language Bengali, in Bangladesh.   
 
 
This is a day to celebrate languages spoken world-wide and to highlight the 
importance of preserving linguistic diversity, and the human right to use 
these languages. 

 
 

 
 
Aboriginal Languages of Victoria map reproduced with permission  
from the Victorian Corporation for Aboriginal Languages: 
 http://www.vaclang.org.au/ 

https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/articles/aiatsis-map-indigenous-australia
https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/articles/aiatsis-map-indigenous-australia
http://www.aiatsis.ashop.com.au/p/8745620/aiatsis-map-of-indigenous-australia-large-flat.html
https://itunes.apple.com/au/developer/victorian-aboriginal-corporation/id928978621
http://www.vaeai.org.au/
http://www.vaclang.org.au/
http://www.vaclang.org.au/
http://www.vaclang.org.au/
https://en.unesco.org/commemorations/motherlanguageday/2018
https://en.unesco.org/commemorations/motherlanguageday/2018
https://www.una.org.uk/get-involved/learn-and-teach/international-days/mother-language-day
https://www.una.org.uk/get-involved/learn-and-teach/international-days/mother-language-day
https://www.una.org.uk/get-involved/learn-and-teach/international-days/mother-language-day
http://www.vaclang.org.au/Resources/maps.html
http://www.vaclang.org.au/Resources/maps.html
https://www.abc.net.au/indigenous/features/gambay-languages-map/
https://www.abc.net.au/indigenous/features/gambay-languages-map/
https://itunes.apple.com/au/developer/victorian-aboriginal-corporation/id928978621
https://itunes.apple.com/au/developer/victorian-aboriginal-corporation/id928978621
http://www.vaclang.org.au/
https://www.un.org/en/events/motherlanguageday/
https://vaclang.org.au/
http://www.vaclang.org.au/Resources/maps.html
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International Day 
for the Elimination 
of Racial 
Discrimination 
 
 
 
Harmony Day 

Focus lessons around pride in 
identity and celebration of 
diversity. 
 
Discuss the effects of prejudice 
and racial discrimination with 
students through a range of 
personal and anecdotal stories.   
 
Explore the Racism No Way site 
for Australian schools which 
features a wide range of teaching 
activities and resources. 
 
Teen Talk features some 
background information, tips for 
dealing with discrimination and 
who to talk to, and ways we can 
encourage more diversity in our 
schools and community life. 
 
Learn about the 1965 NSW 
Freedom Rides  against prejudice 
and racial discrimination headed 
by Aboriginal students Charles 
Perkins and Gary Williams.  
 
Why were students compelled to 
take this action? What do these 
types of actions achieve?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go to February 12 activities and 
links for more details about the 
1967 freedom rides. 
   
 
 

Racial discrimination: 
http://www.racismnoway.com.au/  
 
https://www.racismnoway.com.au/teaching-
resources/resources/  
 
https://teentalk.ca/2018/03/13/international
-day-for-the-elimination-of-racial-
discrimination-2/  
 
William Cooper- led protest against Nazi 
treatment of Jewish peoples: 
http://www.abc.net.au/pm/content/2012/s3
649212.htm 
 
http://www.haaretz.com/jewish-
world/jewish-world-features/an-aboriginal-
protest-against-the-nazis-finally-
delivered.premium-1.483806 
 
https://atributetoaustralianchristians.wordpr
ess.com/2010/10/22/william-
cooper/https://atributetoaustralianchristians
.wordpress.com/2010/10/22/william-cooper/  
 
International Day for the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_D
ay_for_the_Elimination_of_Racial_Discrimina
tion 
 
http:/ /www.un.org/en/events/racialdiscrimin
ationday/ 
 
1965 Freedom Rides: 
http://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/collections-
online/digitised-collections/documenting-
freedom-ride  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know that in 1938 
prior to WWII, an Aboriginal 
delegation headed by Yorta 
Yorta leader William Cooper, 
protested against the 
treatment of Jewish People 
in Germany and tried to 
hand a resolution to the 
German consul-general 
condemning the Nazis' 
persecution of Jewish 
people?   
 
At the time, the 
German consul-general 
refused to see the 
Aboriginal delegation, which 
had walked into 
town from William Cooper's 
home in 
Melbourne's west.  
 
To learn more, read the 
transcript or listen to the 
ABC PM report from the 
anniversary of this unique 
protest against ethnic 
discrimination and 
persecution, over eighty 
years ago. 
 
 
 

The Argus, 7 December 1938. p. 3 
 

The International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination is 
observed annually on 21 March. On that day, in 1960, police opened fire 
and killed 69 people at a peaceful demonstration in Sharpeville, South 
Africa, against the apartheid pass laws. Proclaiming the day in 1966, the 
United Nations General Assembly called on the international community to 
redouble its efforts to eliminate all forms of racial discrimination. 
 
Harmony Day also celebrated on the 21st March centres on the message 
ǘƘŀǘ ά9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎέΣ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜness to all 
Australians. Since 1999, thousands of Harmony Day events have been held 
in childcare centres, schools, community groups, churches, businesses and 
federal, state and local government agencies across Australia.  
 
1965 Freedom Rides: 
In February 1965 a group of Sydney University students called "Students 
for Aboriginal Rights" (SAFA), led by Aboriginal students Charles Perkins 
and Gary Williams began a trip that would change Australian history. Their 
journey was both an attempt to emulate the US Civil Rights Movement 
action in the early 1960s, and designed to expose the racist underbelly of 
Australian society in rural NSW. 
 
Go to our February 12 activities and links for more detail about the 
Freedom Rides. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.racismnoway.com.au/
https://teentalk.ca/2018/03/13/international-day-for-the-elimination-of-racial-discrimination-2/
http://www.abc.net.au/archives/80days/stories/2012/01/19/3414788.htm
http://www.racismnoway.com.au/
https://www.racismnoway.com.au/teaching-resources/resources/
https://www.racismnoway.com.au/teaching-resources/resources/
https://teentalk.ca/2018/03/13/international-day-for-the-elimination-of-racial-discrimination-2/
https://teentalk.ca/2018/03/13/international-day-for-the-elimination-of-racial-discrimination-2/
https://teentalk.ca/2018/03/13/international-day-for-the-elimination-of-racial-discrimination-2/
http://www.abc.net.au/pm/content/2012/s3649212.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/pm/content/2012/s3649212.htm
http://www.haaretz.com/jewish-world/jewish-world-features/an-aboriginal-protest-against-the-nazis-finally-delivered.premium-1.483806
http://www.haaretz.com/jewish-world/jewish-world-features/an-aboriginal-protest-against-the-nazis-finally-delivered.premium-1.483806
http://www.haaretz.com/jewish-world/jewish-world-features/an-aboriginal-protest-against-the-nazis-finally-delivered.premium-1.483806
http://www.haaretz.com/jewish-world/jewish-world-features/an-aboriginal-protest-against-the-nazis-finally-delivered.premium-1.483806
https://atributetoaustralianchristians.wordpress.com/2010/10/22/william-cooper/https:/atributetoaustralianchristians.wordpress.com/2010/10/22/william-cooper/
https://atributetoaustralianchristians.wordpress.com/2010/10/22/william-cooper/https:/atributetoaustralianchristians.wordpress.com/2010/10/22/william-cooper/
https://atributetoaustralianchristians.wordpress.com/2010/10/22/william-cooper/https:/atributetoaustralianchristians.wordpress.com/2010/10/22/william-cooper/
https://atributetoaustralianchristians.wordpress.com/2010/10/22/william-cooper/https:/atributetoaustralianchristians.wordpress.com/2010/10/22/william-cooper/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Day_for_the_Elimination_of_Racial_Discrimination
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Day_for_the_Elimination_of_Racial_Discrimination
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Day_for_the_Elimination_of_Racial_Discrimination
http://www.un.org/en/events/racialdiscriminationday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/racialdiscriminationday/
http://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/collections-online/digitised-collections/documenting-freedom-ride
http://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/collections-online/digitised-collections/documenting-freedom-ride
http://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/collections-online/digitised-collections/documenting-freedom-ride
http://www.abc.net.au/pm/content/2012/s3649212.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/pm/content/2012/s3649212.htm
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/page/593959
https://teentalk.ca/2018/03/13/international-day-for-the-elimination-of-racial-discrimination-2/
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Anniversary of 
Gunditjmara native 
title recognition 
and settlement 
 
 
 
 

With your students, research 
Gunditjmara Country, people 
history and culture. If able, invite 
Gunditjmara community members 
to come to the class or school and 
speak about Gunditjmara matters.  
 
With older students research the 
Gunditjmara struggle for Native 
Title recognition. 
 
Lake Condah, extremely significant 
to Gunditjmara People, is an 
Indigenous Protected Area.  Visit or 
learn about Indigenous Protected 
Areas (IPAs) in Victoria, such as 
Kurtonitj or Lake Condah in the 
South-west of Victoria.  
 
In 2011, a Bush Blitz occurred on 
Gunditjmara country with 
Traditional Owners to survey 
biodiversity in the IPAs. Investigate 
the program and some of the flora 
and fauna surveyed. Research and 
discuss management strategies, 
and how to work collaboratively 
with Traditional Owners, to 
preserve ecological biodiversity.   
Watch the video with Gunditjmara 
Elder Ken Saunders about involving 
Traditional Owners to survey 
biodiversity in IPAs and investigate 
the program and some of the flora 
and fauna surveyed. Where else is 
Bush Blitz Working?  
 
Research the lives of Gunditjmara 
Elders and community members 
who have been strong advocates 
for their communities like Edna 
Brown and William Rawlings, the 

Lovett Brothers, Laura Bell, Young 
Australian of the Year state finalist, 
Benson Saulo, world famous singer 
Archie Roach, playwright, author 
and musician Richard Frankland 
and !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ first commissioned 
Aboriginal officer, Reginald 
Saunders for starters. 

The Gunditjmara Land Justice Story: 
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/_files/ntru/publicatio
ns/monographs/MonographGunditjmara.pdf  
 
http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/nati
ve-title-win-for-gunditjmara-
people/2007/03/30/1174761734730.html  
 
http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/indi
genous-victorians-close-to-settlement-in-
southwest/2007/01/03/1167777154140.html  
 
http://www.theage.com.au/news/National/Gun
ditjmara-win-native-title-
battle/2007/03/30/1174761740241.html 
 
Indigenous Protected Areas (IPA): 
https://www.niaa.gov.au/sites/default/files/file
s/ia/IEB/ipa-national-map.pdf?q=20190107  
 
https://www.niaa.gov.au/indigenous-
affairs/environment/indigenous-protected-
areas-ipas  
 
https://www.pmc.gov.au/sites/default/files/file
s/dept-indexed-files-jul-dec-2016.pdf 
 
Victorian IPAs: 
https://www.gunditjmirring.com/indigenouspro
tectedareas  
 
http://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/p
ages/5be01753-42b8-427e-914a-
fa306515a5be/files/national-heritage-budj-
bim.pdf  
 
http://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/p
ages/5be01753-42b8-427e-914a-
fa306515a5be/files/budj-bim-brochure.pdf  
 
Bush Blitz: 
http://bushblitz.org.au/  
http://bushblitz.org.au/kurtonitj-lake-condah-
tyrendarra-indigenous-protected-areas-vic-
2011/  
 
Honour Roll inductees and others: 
https://www.aboriginalvictoria.vic.gov.au/edna-
brown   
 
https://www.standard.net.au/story/2592687/g
unditjmara-pair-elevated-to-state-indigenous-
honour-roll/   
 
https://www.aboriginalvictoria.vic.gov.au/lovett
-brothers   
 
https://www.aboriginalvictoria.vic.gov.au/laura-
bell   
 
http://www.australianoftheyear.org.au/honour-
roll/?view=fullView&recipientID=1072     

Lake Condah in the Budj Bim 
world heritage area is one of 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ 
examples of traditional 
aquaculture, dating back at 
least 6600 years and 
preceding Stonehenge or 
the Pyramids of Egypt, 
consisting of complex 
systems of traps and ponds 
engineered by the 
Gunditjmara people. 
wŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
engineering project, the 
extensive and elaborate 
system of channels and dam 
walls were used over 
millennia predominately for 
catching short-finned eels 
for consumption and trade.  
 
Go to our curriculum-aligned 
STEM special feature for 
more details and online 
resources. 
 
 
 
Woven eel trap 
 
 
 

 

On the 30th March 2007, Gunditjmara People in south-western Victoria 
won an 11-year legal battle for native title rights over 140,000 hectares of 
crown land. Celebrations were held on Gunditjmara country to celebrate 
the native title consent determination ς a determination that was reached 
through the consent of all parties, rather than litigation.  The celebrations 
were at the base of the volcanic mountain Budj Bim, also known as Mount 
Eccles National Park, and followed a special hearing of the Federal Court of 
Australia on Country. On this day, the Gunditjmara people spoke about 
how the native title determination was the end of a long struggle for 
recognition of their status as the first peoples of their country. They also 
talked about their future work to protect their native title rights and 
interests, and how the business of land justice continues. 
See: http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/_files/ntru/publications/monographs/MonographGunditjmara.pdf 

 
 

 
The Federal Court convening at Budj Bim (formerly Mt Eccles national park), for the 
Gunditjmara Native title claim. Photo by Damian White.  

 
Bush Blitz on Gunditjmara country: In March 2011, a team of more than 
30 scientists gathered in SW Victoria, on Gunditjmara country, within the 
Budj Bim National Park to undertake a Bush Blitz survey. Six reserves were 
investigated together comprising the IPAs of Lake Condah, Kurtonitj and 
Tyrendarra. Sites at the Lake Condah Mission were also surveyed, situated 
350 km from Melbourne. The survey team included experts from Museum 
Victoria, Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne, University of NSW, SA 
Museum and the Australian Biological Resources Study. A highlight of the 
survey was the close collaboration between the Gunditjmara traditional 
owners, the Working on Country Budj Bim Rangers and the visiting 
scientists.  In total, 854 species new to the reserves were identified and 
18 are possibly new to science! 

http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/_files/ntru/publications/monographs/MonographGunditjmara.pdf
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/_files/ntru/publications/monographs/MonographGunditjmara.pdf
https://www.gunditjmirring.com/indigenousprotectedareas
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H9cnyd6QgCI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.aboriginalvictoria.vic.gov.au/edna-brown
https://www.aboriginalvictoria.vic.gov.au/edna-brown
https://www.awm.gov.au/learn/memorial-boxes/3/online-resources/rawlings
https://www.deadlystory.com/page/culture/articles/anzac-day-2018/the-lovett-brothers
https://www.aboriginalvictoria.vic.gov.au/laura-bell
http://www.australianoftheyear.org.au/honour-roll/?view=fullView&recipientID=1072
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/_files/ntru/publications/monographs/MonographGunditjmara.pdf
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/_files/ntru/publications/monographs/MonographGunditjmara.pdf
http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/native-title-win-for-gunditjmara-people/2007/03/30/1174761734730.html
http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/native-title-win-for-gunditjmara-people/2007/03/30/1174761734730.html
http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/native-title-win-for-gunditjmara-people/2007/03/30/1174761734730.html
http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/indigenous-victorians-close-to-settlement-in-southwest/2007/01/03/1167777154140.html
http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/indigenous-victorians-close-to-settlement-in-southwest/2007/01/03/1167777154140.html
http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/indigenous-victorians-close-to-settlement-in-southwest/2007/01/03/1167777154140.html
http://www.theage.com.au/news/National/Gunditjmara-win-native-title-battle/2007/03/30/1174761740241.html
http://www.theage.com.au/news/National/Gunditjmara-win-native-title-battle/2007/03/30/1174761740241.html
http://www.theage.com.au/news/National/Gunditjmara-win-native-title-battle/2007/03/30/1174761740241.html
https://www.niaa.gov.au/sites/default/files/files/ia/IEB/ipa-national-map.pdf?q=20190107
https://www.niaa.gov.au/sites/default/files/files/ia/IEB/ipa-national-map.pdf?q=20190107
https://www.niaa.gov.au/indigenous-affairs/environment/indigenous-protected-areas-ipas
https://www.niaa.gov.au/indigenous-affairs/environment/indigenous-protected-areas-ipas
https://www.niaa.gov.au/indigenous-affairs/environment/indigenous-protected-areas-ipas
https://www.environment.gov.au/land/indigenous-protected-areas
https://www.environment.gov.au/land/indigenous-protected-areas
https://www.gunditjmirring.com/indigenousprotectedareas
https://www.gunditjmirring.com/indigenousprotectedareas
http://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/pages/5be01753-42b8-427e-914a-fa306515a5be/files/national-heritage-budj-bim.pdf
http://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/pages/5be01753-42b8-427e-914a-fa306515a5be/files/national-heritage-budj-bim.pdf
http://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/pages/5be01753-42b8-427e-914a-fa306515a5be/files/national-heritage-budj-bim.pdf
http://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/pages/5be01753-42b8-427e-914a-fa306515a5be/files/national-heritage-budj-bim.pdf
http://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/pages/5be01753-42b8-427e-914a-fa306515a5be/files/budj-bim-brochure.pdf
http://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/pages/5be01753-42b8-427e-914a-fa306515a5be/files/budj-bim-brochure.pdf
http://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/pages/5be01753-42b8-427e-914a-fa306515a5be/files/budj-bim-brochure.pdf
http://bushblitz.org.au/
http://bushblitz.org.au/kurtonitj-lake-condah-tyrendarra-indigenous-protected-areas-vic-2011/
http://bushblitz.org.au/kurtonitj-lake-condah-tyrendarra-indigenous-protected-areas-vic-2011/
http://bushblitz.org.au/kurtonitj-lake-condah-tyrendarra-indigenous-protected-areas-vic-2011/
https://www.aboriginalvictoria.vic.gov.au/edna-brown
https://www.aboriginalvictoria.vic.gov.au/edna-brown
https://www.standard.net.au/story/2592687/gunditjmara-pair-elevated-to-state-indigenous-honour-roll/
https://www.standard.net.au/story/2592687/gunditjmara-pair-elevated-to-state-indigenous-honour-roll/
https://www.standard.net.au/story/2592687/gunditjmara-pair-elevated-to-state-indigenous-honour-roll/
https://www.aboriginalvictoria.vic.gov.au/lovett-brothers
https://www.aboriginalvictoria.vic.gov.au/lovett-brothers
https://www.aboriginalvictoria.vic.gov.au/laura-bell
https://www.aboriginalvictoria.vic.gov.au/laura-bell
http://www.australianoftheyear.org.au/honour-roll/?view=fullView&recipientID=1072%20%20%20
http://www.australianoftheyear.org.au/honour-roll/?view=fullView&recipientID=1072%20%20%20
http://www.vaeai.org.au/_uploads/_ckpg/files/Koorie%20Perspectives%20in%20STEM%20special%20feature.pdf
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/_files/ntru/publications/monographs/MonographGunditjmara.pdf
http://www.cv.vic.gov.au/stories/creative-life/what-s-going-on/eel-trap/
https://www.fairfaxsyndication.com/archive/Justice-Tony-North-...-at-Mount-Eccles-National-Park-yesterday.-There--Justice-North-granted-native-title-rights-over-140-000-hectares-in-the-Portland-region-to-the-delighted-Gunditjmara-people.-...-2ITPN4JA94E.html
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ANZAC DAY ANZAC Day on the 25th April is a 
prime time to acknowledge 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander services to this nation.  
 
Over 1000 Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islanders fought for 
Australia in World War I despite 
profound barriers to enlisting. 
 
View and download ±!9!LΩǎ 
curriculum-aligned interactive 
ANZAC Day feature with online 
multimedia resources and 
suggested activities to explore 
Indigenous !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴǎΩ ǿŀǊ 
service.  ̧ ƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
Australian War Memorial multi-
media resources, old promotional 
footage, video testimonies, plays, 
online exhibitions and more.  
 
 
The Australian War Memorial site 
has a variety of online resources 
as well as the Department of 
Veteran Affairs.  
 
 
 
Consider participating in the 
Shrine of Remembrance Poster 
Competition highlighting the 
participation of Aboriginal service 
men and women as a class or 
whole-school activity. 
 
 
 

VAEAI ANZAC Day Feature: 
http://www.vaeai.org.au/?ddownload=6010 

 
Exhibitions and memorial box: 
http://ww w.aiatsis.gov.au/collections/ex
hibitions/iaaw/home.html 
 
https://www.awm.gov.au/advanced-
search?query=aboriginal  
 
https://w ww.awm.gov.au/learn/memori
al-boxes   
 
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/LIB
100043517  
 
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/educatio
n/resources  
 
https://www.awm.gov.au/learn/schools/
resources/research-a-soldier 
 
http://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/sites/defa
ult/files/publication-
attachments/Indig_primary.pdf 
 
http://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/sites/defa
ult/files/publication-
attachments/Indig_secondary.pdf 
 
 
Captain Reg Saunders: 
 
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/multime
dia/publications/greece-and-
crete/biographycaught-chickens-and-
ate-them-raw  
 
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/history/c
onflicts/korean-war/events/china-
intervenes-korean-war/captain-reg-
saunders  
 
 
 
Shrine of Remembrance Poster Comp: 
http://www.shrine.org.au/Education/Po
ster-Competition 
 
 
 

Did you know that 
Gunditjmara man Reg 
Saunders was the first 
Aboriginal person to be 
commissioned as an officer 
in the Australian Army? 
 
 

 
 
 

άUnable to vote but eligible 
to dieέ 
 
Former Richard Wynne, State 
Aboriginal Affairs Minister, Victoria  
 
Source: 
http://www.creativespirits.info/aborigi
nalculture/history/anzac-day-coloured-
digger-march 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

òWhen my uncle came back 
from serving in Korea he 
couldn't even get a beer in a 
pub let alone a pension, and 
he wasn't permitted to become 
a citizen until 1968 .ó 

 
                                                                           John Kinsella, nephew of Captain Reg Saunders MBE 

 
 
Over 1000 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders fought for Australia in 
World War I despite profound barriers to enlisting. In proportion to 
population, no community in Australia contributed more to the war effort 
in the Second World War than the Torres Strait Islanders. By 1944 almost 
every able-bodied male Torres Strait Islander had enlisted. However, they 
never received the same rates of pay or conditions as white soldiers, 
initially one-third that of regular soldiers, and after a two-day "mutiny" in 
December 1943 this was raised to two-thirds.  
 
 
  
Australian War Museum Memorial Box: 
Each memorial box contains artefacts that students can handle, as well as 
ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎΣ ŎŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΣ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳǎΣ ŀ ǾƛŘŜƻΣ ƻǊŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ 
notes, and more. Memorial boxes can be adapted for use across many 
areas of study and are accessible to a wide range of students, from lower 
primary to senior secondary. 
 
 
Shrine of Remembrance Poster Competition: 
The winning poster will become the official Remembrance Day 2020 poster 
for the Shrine of Remembrance and will appear on banners and posters 
around the City of Melbourne. Schools awarded prizes to the winning and 
highly commended artworks receive a selection of books from the 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎΣ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƘǊƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ are 
invited to place a flower in the Field of Poppies whilst attending the Official 
Remembrance Day Service on 11 November. Winning entries and highly 
commended artworks will be displayed in an exhibition at the Shrine to 
coincide with Remembrance Day 2020. (date TBC). 
See more at: http://www.shrine.org.au/Education/Poster-Competition.  
 

http://www.vaeai.org.au/?ddownload=6010
https://www.awm.gov.au/advanced-search?query=aboriginal
https://www.dva.gov.au/i-am/aboriginal-andor-torres-strait-islander/indigenous-australians-war
https://www.dva.gov.au/i-am/aboriginal-andor-torres-strait-islander/indigenous-australians-war
http://www.shrine.org.au/Education/Poster-Competition#sthash.5hYOEApZ.dpuf
http://www.shrine.org.au/Education/Poster-Competition#sthash.5hYOEApZ.dpuf
http://www.vaeai.org.au/?ddownload=6010
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/collections/exhibitions/iaaw/home.html
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/collections/exhibitions/iaaw/home.html
https://www.awm.gov.au/advanced-search?query=aboriginal
https://www.awm.gov.au/advanced-search?query=aboriginal
https://www.awm.gov.au/learn/memorial-boxes
https://www.awm.gov.au/learn/memorial-boxes
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/LIB100043517
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/LIB100043517
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/education/resources
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/education/resources
https://www.awm.gov.au/learn/schools/resources/research-a-soldier
https://www.awm.gov.au/learn/schools/resources/research-a-soldier
http://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/sites/default/files/publication-attachments/Indig_primary.pdf
http://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/sites/default/files/publication-attachments/Indig_primary.pdf
http://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/sites/default/files/publication-attachments/Indig_primary.pdf
http://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/sites/default/files/publication-attachments/Indig_secondary.pdf
http://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/sites/default/files/publication-attachments/Indig_secondary.pdf
http://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/sites/default/files/publication-attachments/Indig_secondary.pdf
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/multimedia/publications/greece-and-crete/biographycaught-chickens-and-ate-them-raw
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/multimedia/publications/greece-and-crete/biographycaught-chickens-and-ate-them-raw
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/multimedia/publications/greece-and-crete/biographycaught-chickens-and-ate-them-raw
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/multimedia/publications/greece-and-crete/biographycaught-chickens-and-ate-them-raw
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/history/conflicts/korean-war/events/china-intervenes-korean-war/captain-reg-saunders
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/history/conflicts/korean-war/events/china-intervenes-korean-war/captain-reg-saunders
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/history/conflicts/korean-war/events/china-intervenes-korean-war/captain-reg-saunders
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/history/conflicts/korean-war/events/china-intervenes-korean-war/captain-reg-saunders
http://www.shrine.org.au/Education/Poster-Competition
http://www.shrine.org.au/Education/Poster-Competition
http://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/history/anzac-day-coloured-digger-march
http://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/history/anzac-day-coloured-digger-march
http://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/history/anzac-day-coloured-digger-march
http://www.shrine.org.au/Education/Poster-Competition
http://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/history/publications/australians-world-war-ii-greece-and-crete/biography-caught-chickens-and-ate
https://www.awm.gov.au/index.php/learn/memorial-boxes/3/pin
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National Sorry Day National Sorry Day was born out 
of a key recommendation made 
by the National Inquiry into the 
Separation of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children 
from their families in the Bringing 
them Home Report that was 
tabled in Federal Parliament on 
26 May 1997. 
 
±ƛŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ±!9!LΩǎ 
National Sorry Day feature for 
background information, 
suggested activities, curriculum 
links and a host of online 
resources. 
 
 
Well-worth exploring for deeper 
understanding, the website Stolen 
Generations Testimonies allows  
students to view and hear the 
personal stories of those taken 
from their homes and 
communities, and information 
about the subsequent Inquiry. 
 
 
¢ƘŜ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ 
Down the HoleΩ by Edna Tantjingu 
Williams, tells a true and different 
story about a group of children in 
Cooper Pedy, and how when the 
government came to take the 
fair-skinned Aboriginal children 
away, they didn't always find 
ǘƘŜƳ Χ  
 

 

Stolen Generations resources and 
testimonies: 
https://healingfoundation.org.au/app/upload
s/2017/04/BTH20-Fact-Sheet-1.pdf 
 
http://www.vaeai.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2019/09/NSDCs-School-
Resource-Learning-about-the-Stolen-
Generations_compressed.pdf 
 
http://www.stolengenerationstestimonies.co
m/  
 
http://indigenousrights.net.au/ 
 
https://indigenousrights.net.au/resources/te
achers_resources  
 
http://www.australianstogether.org.au/stori
es/detail/the-stolen-generations  
 
http://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/cce/
student_task_sheet_the_stolen_generations,
9737.html 
 
https://www.humanrights.gov.au/our-
work/track-history-us-taken-away-kids-
commemorating-10th-anniversary-bringing-
them-home-report  
 
http://www.vaeai.org.au/?ddownload=6011  
 
Native XI and Unaarrimin aka Johnny 
Mullagh:  
https://www.aboriginalvictoria.vic.gov.au/joh
nny-mullagh-or-unaarrimin  
 
http://collectionsearch.nma.gov.au/object/7
3391 
 
 
 

 

Did you know that a 
Victorian Aboriginal team, 
led by Wotjobaluk man and 
star all-rounder Unaarrimin 
aka Johnny Mullagh, was the 
first sports team to 
represent Australia 
overseas and began a 6-
month tour of England in 
May 1868?  
 
Sporting Life reported that 
άbo eleven in one season 
ever played so many 
matches so successfully.έ 
 
 

 
 
Australian Bicentenary issue 
shows Unaarimin (1845-1891), 
whose European name was 
Mullagh, the star all-rounder of 
the first Australian team to tour 
England, issued on 29 January 
1988, first day of the 
Bicentenary Test Match.  
 
The First Cricket Tour 
commemorative stamp  was 
released by Australia Post in 
2018 on the 150th anniversary 
of the historic tour. 

 
Source: https://www.humanrights.gov.au/publications/track-history-us-taken-away-kids-
commemorating-10th-anniversary-bringing-them-home  

 
 
 
 
National Sorry Day is a day of commemoration and remembrance for the 
Stolen Generations - the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children 
forcibly removed from their families, communities and cultures between 
the 1800s and the 1970s.  
 
The first Sorry Day was held in Sydney on 26 May 1998 and has been 
commemorated nationally on 26 May each year since then, with 
thousands of Australians from all walks of life participating in memorial 
services, commemorative meetings, survival celebrations and community 
gatherings, in honour of the Stolen Generations.  
 
 
 

Lake Tyres, 

Aboriginal Station,  

Aug. 14th, 1930. 

Most Excellency Lord Stonehaven, 

State Governor, 

Canberra House, N.S.W. 

  

I'm a full - blooded Aboriginal by birth decent from Royal Blood. I used to write 

letters to Queen Victoria in my young days. Your most Excellency, I beg to ask of 

his Excellency a great favour - would his Excellency kindly grant me permission 

to get my three grand - children who were snatched suddenly from me by an 

Ordering Council under escort of Nurse Singleton from Lake Tyres Aboriginal 

Reserve, transferred to the State Public Home, Melbourne. Three girls ages ranging 

from 13 years, 5¼ years, baby 2½ years Mary Darby, Sarah Darby and Nelly 

Darby. The three girls were my only comfort when their mother Lizzie Darby, my 

daughter, expired nine months ago at the Bairnsdalegate Hospital. When we came 

down to the town Captain Newman made a covenant with me in the presence of 

Patrol Walter M'Cready, that I could have the three grand - daughters till such time 

I'd be married. On the eve of my marriage to Mrs. Edwards who looked after and 

never neglected the children, they were snatched away by an Ordering Council. I 

wish to bring under your Excellency's consideration the matter. I was decoyed to 

marry for the sake of the three grand - daughters, to keep them, and for them to be 

snatched away by an Ordering Council. God is no respector of persons. We are in 

His sight equal to all His subjects. Before the white people came to Australia. God 

gave us children to bring and train up for His service in our own disposition. Our 

disposition is instilled in our children and I don't consider it fair the white people 

should deprive us of our children to bring them up in their disposition. It can never 

be done. 

 

I am, Yr. obedient Servant, 

(SGD.) Frederick Carmichael   
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