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YƻƻǊƛŜ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ /ǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ .ǳƭƭŜǘƛƴΥ 

hŎǘƻōŜǊπ5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлму  
 

This edition of the Koorie 
Perspectives in Curriculum Bulletin 
features:  

- Remembrance Day  $ The 
Aborigines Protection Act of 1869 

- The Long Walk  
- Eureka Day & Koorie s on the 

goldfields  
- Ebenezer Mission handover 

anniversary  
- 70 years of the UDHR & World Human 

Rights Day  

- First Native Title settlement win in 
Victoria  anniversary   

- Xmas Eve, t he Wathaurung & 
escapee convict William Buckley  

 

 

With winter nearly behind us and into the 

last term of the year, we hope you enjoy 

this 5th issue of the VAEAI Koorie 

Perspectives in Curriculum Bulletin. 

 

Call out to our readers:  

²ŜΩǊŜ aiming to produce a special end-of-year 

Bulletin ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ involving 

Koorie Perspectives in your curriculum, 

teaching and learning.  So send us  your 

ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΣ ƭƛƴƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ 

the final edition. We may even give prizes! 

Contact vaso@vaeai.org.au.  

 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ .ǳƭƭŜǘƛƴΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ /ǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ 

links to Content Descriptions. Select the code 

and it will take you directly to the Victorian 

Curriculum site with additional elaborations. 

Our Bulletins are interactive, and images and 

links will take you to a host of accessible online 

resources, audio-visual and print.  

We know that Aboriginal people are the best 

equipped and the most appropriate people to 

teach Indigenous knowledge. Therefore, 

wherever possible you should seek to involve 

your local Koorie community in education 

programs that involve Aboriginal perspectives. 

For some guidance about working with your 

local Koorie community to enrich your 

ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǎŜŜ ±!9!LΩǎ Protocols for 

Koorie Education in Primary and Secondary 

Schools.  

For a summary of key Learning Areas and 

Content Descriptions directly related to 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories 

and cultures within the Victorian Curriculum F-

млΣ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±/!!ΩǎΥ 

Learning about Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander histories and cultures. 

         

mailto:vaso@vaeai.org.au
http://www.vaeai.org.au/_uploads/_ckpg/files/ProtocolsDocVAEAI18jan17final.pdf
http://www.vaeai.org.au/_uploads/_ckpg/files/ProtocolsDocVAEAI18jan17final.pdf
http://www.vaeai.org.au/_uploads/_ckpg/files/ProtocolsDocVAEAI18jan17final.pdf
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/overview/cross-curriculum-priorities
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/overview/cross-curriculum-priorities
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/overview/cross-curriculum-priorities
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October 
The end of the school year is fast approaching 

with teachers and students looking forward to 

holidays. Use this time to plan a stimulating 

new year of Koorie studies for all. 

Plan for the Apology Anniversary on the 13th 

February. The Apology Anniversary generally 

falls within the first fortnight of the school 

year, so plan early for next year involving local 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

community members  

 Download the National SorǊȅ 5ŀȅ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ 

excellent resource Learning about the Stolen 

DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΥ ǘƘŜ b{5/Ωǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ for 

great classroom and whole-of-school activities. 

November 
Remembrance Day, November 11 
marks the anniversary of the armistice which 

ended the First World War (1914-18). Each 

year Australians observe one-minute silence at 

11 am on 11 November, in memory of those 

who died or suffered in all wars and armed 

conflicts. 

Remember and acknowledge Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander men and women who 

fought and died in the Australian Services 

without citizenship rights, proper wages and 

due recognition. 

  

 

Victorian Curriculum: 
 
VCHHK076 Significance of days and weeks celebrated or 
commemorated in Australia and the importance of 
symbols and emblems, including Australia Day, ANZAC 
Day, Harmony Week, National Reconciliation Week, 
NAIDOC week and National Sorry Day: History 3-4 

VCHHK062 How they, their family, friends and 
communities commemorate past events that are 
important to them: History P-2: Community histories  

VCHHK094 The different experiences and perspectives 
of Australian democracy and citizenship, including the 
status and rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples, migrants, women, and children: History 5-6: 
Australia as a nation. 

VCHHK144 Different historical interpretations and 
contested debates about World War I and the 
significance of Australian commemorations of the war: 
History 9-10: The modern world and Australia, Australia 
at war (1914 ς 1945): World War I. 

VCHHK146 Significant places where Australians fought 
and their perspectives and experiences in these places: 
History 9-10: The modern world and Australia | Australia 
at war (1914 ς 1945): World War II. 

VCCCC027 Examine how national identity can shape a 
sense of belonging and examine different perspectives 
ŀōƻǳǘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples' perspectives: Civics 
and Citizenship 7 ς 8: Citizenship, Diversity and Identity. 

 

 

The Aborigines Protection Act 1869 

came into place significantly on this day in 

1869, when the Victorian colonial 

government passed an act ''To Provide for the 

Protection and Management of the Aboriginal 

Natives of Victoria''. This gave the Victorian 

government control of where Aboriginal 

people could live, of how they would relate to 

Europeans, of their labour and earnings and of 

the ''care, custody and education'' of all 

Aboriginal children. 

With older students read the article Lest we 

forget a cruel act of dispossession, by 

Gunditjmara activist, singer/songwriter, 

author and film director, Richard Frankland 

and Peter Lewis and discuss. 

http://vaeai.org.au/support/dspdefault.cfm?loadref=126
http://vaeai.org.au/support/dspdefault.cfm?loadref=126
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHHK076
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHHK062
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHHK094
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHHK144
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHHK146
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCCCC027
http://ht120tasks.blogspot.com/2009/11/ht125-blog-1-indigenous-history.html
https://www.foundingdocs.gov.au/scan-sid-782.html
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Victorian Curriculum: 
 
VCHHK094 The different experiences and perspectives 
of Australian democracy and citizenship, including the 
status and rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples, migrants, women, and children: History 5-6: 
Australia as a nation. 

VCHHK134 Intended and unintended causes and effects 
of contact and extension of settlement of European 
power(s), including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples: History 9-10. 
 

 

 

Michael Long on his way to Canberra on the very first Long 

Walk to get Indigenous Affairs back on the agenda 

The Long Walk: On 21 November 2004 
former Essendon player Michael Long 

embarked on an historic trek, walking from his 

home in the suburbs of Melbourne all the way 

to Parliament House in Canberra ς more than 

650 kilometres away. 

After returning home from yet another 

Aboriginal funeral, Michael decided that 

something needed to be done about the plight 

of his people. He took it upon himself to get 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander issues 

back on the national agenda and resolved to 

meet with Prime Minister John Howard to 

ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΧ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ŀƭƭ 

the way to Canberra to do it. 

Michael was joined on the road by Aboriginal 

and non-Aboriginal supporters from all over 

Australia. Some walked in support for an hour, 

some for a day and some took the journey all 

the way to Canberra. As the walkers passed 

through the Victorian countryside, local people 

came out to meet them, offering 

encouragement, support and assistance. 

 

Walk the Talk ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ [ƻƴƎΩǎ 

walk to Canberra to introduce Aboriginal & 

Torres Strait Islander Studies into schools and 

encourage students to create change; while 

assisting in meeting the Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander history and cultures cross 

curriculum priority of the Australian National 

Curriculum. 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŜ ǎƻ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΣ register your 

school with The Walk the Talk Education 

Program for free resources or a school visit and 

explore the interactive activity zone with 

students. 

With middle years or older students read the 

letter presented to the then PM John Howard, 

and media reports about the Long Walk and 

discuss the reasons behind it.  

Discuss with your students the powerful 

impact and effect of mass marches and walks.  

                       

Michel Long (centre) with walkers 10 years after the original 

Long Walk. 

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHHK094
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHHK134
http://www.walkthetalk.org.au/
http://www.walkthetalk.org.au/activity-zone/
http://www.theage.com.au/news/National/Howard-joins-the-Long-journey/2004/12/03/1101923335406.html
http://www.deadlyvibe.com.au/2014/05/long-walk-equality/
http://www.deadlyvibe.com.au/2014/05/long-walk-equality/
http://www.walkthetalk.org.au/activity-zone/
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The Eureka Stockade of 1854 

celebrated on the 3rd December, took place on 

Wathaurung Country in the Ballarat District. 

Aboriginal people played an important role in 

the daily life of the Victorian goldfields - heavily 

involved in trade, as labourers, occasional 

miners and according to oral history carers of 

non-Koorie children.  

 
 Aborigines met on the road to the diggings by Eugene 

von Guerard (1854) - NLA ref 1874055 used with 

permission of the National Library, Australia 

 

Research the largely unacknowledged 

involvement of Koories on the Victorian 

goldfields. The State Library of Victoria site 

Ergo is a good starting point. 

Hidden Histories: The Wadawurrung People is 

a digital tour about gold rush Ballarat, which 

brings to life the perspectives and participation 

of Victorian Koories. It the ideal site to 

investigate Wadawurrung people, history and 

culture, impacts of the goldrush, and 

involvement of the Native Police in the early 

gold rush period. The dedicated site contains a 

large collection of audio files, historical images 

and links to other resources, blogs and articles.  

 

òOn Saturday morningó, says the 

Maryborough Advertiser, òa party 

of aborigines commenced a search 

for gold on the pipeclay at the White 

Hills, near Mark Drewinõs store, 

and in a very short time they 

discovered pieces which they sold for 

12shillings, 15shil lings, and 10 

pounds odd. They say the same 

party were successful some time 

since in the neighbourhood of 

Amherst and Talbotóé 

                      Melbourne Argus, October 3rd 1866 

 

 

 

CǊŜŘ /ŀƘƛǊΩǎ Black Gold: Aboriginal People on 

the Goldfields of Victoria, 1850-1870 offers a 

comprehensive account. Downloadable online. 

 

http://ergo.slv.vic.gov.au/explore-history/golden-victoria/life-fields/aborigines-gold-rush
https://sovereignhillhiddenhistories.com.au/
https://sovereignhillhiddenhistories.com.au/sources/
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/5774948
https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/aboriginal-history-monographs/black-gold/download
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/1874055
https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/aboriginal-history-monographs/black-gold/download
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This photograph was taken by Antoine 

Fauchery and Richard Daintree between late 

1857 and early 1859 for inclusion in their 

Photographic Series Sun Pictures of Victoria. 

The album consists of fifty albumen silver 

prints, twelve of which are photographs of 

Aboriginal Victorians. See the Culture Victoria 

site for more online images from the collection. 

Some of the photos from this collection were 

among the first to be sold to the public. Learn 

more about photographer Richard Daintree 

ŀŦǘŜǊ ǿƘƻƳ v[5Ωǎ 5ŀƛƴǘǊŜŜ wŀƛƴŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƛǎ 

named, and his glass plates online exhibition, 

at the NMA site.  

NATSIEC 2015 Possum-skins. Photo: Vaso Elefsiniotis 

Possum skin cloaks were highly sought 

after on the Victorian goldfields, selling for 

as much as £5, and known as the best way 

to keep out the cold. 

 

 Read about the trade for possum skin rugs and 

cloaks on the goldfields. 

Historian Ian Clark explores the question of 

Aboriginal  involvement in the Eureka 

Rebellion in his paper  Another Side of Eureka - 

the Aboriginal presence on the Ballarat 

goldfields in 1854 - Were Aboriginal people 

involved in the Eureka rebellion? 

In 2004 the ABC commissioned acclaimed 

storyteller Anne E Stewart to write and 

produce Eureka Tales, a 20 part radio series 

bringing to life the people involved in the 

events leading up to the Eureka Stockade, and 

what happened in the aftermath. 

Produced by Paul Nunn, Eureka Tales takes the 

listener on an aural journey back to the days of 

1854 upon the Ballarat goldfields. 

The series begins with words from one of 

Ballarat's original inhabitants, Aunt Lizzie of 

the Wathaurung people; and listeners are then 

taken into the sprawling mining settlement of 

Ballarat to meet figures on both sides of the 

law who influenced one of the defining 

moments in Australia's democracy. 

 Download 01 Eureka Tales: Aunty Lizzie, to 

begin with a Wathaurong perspective.  

 

 
S. T. Gill, Corroboree, c.1864 
 
The many paintings, drawings, photographs 

and written reports of Corroborees from the 

19th century indicate just how popular and 

fascinating these events were to early 

colonists. 

https://cv.vic.gov.au/stories/aboriginal-culture/early-photographs-indigenous-victorians/group-of-aborigines-sitting-and-standing-whole-length-full-face-wearing-animal-skins/
http://www.nma.gov.au/collections/highlights/richard-daintrees-glass-plates
http://prov.vic.gov.au/publications/provenance/provenance2005/dallong-possum-skin-rugs
http://www.hereticpress.com/Dogstar/History/Bentley/2005-07.pdf
http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2009/12/03/2761266.htm
http://mpegmedia.abc.net.au/local/ballarat/200912/r480839_2448512.mp3
https://cv.vic.gov.au/stories/aboriginal-culture/early-photographs-indigenous-victorians/group-of-aborigines-sitting-and-standing-whole-length-full-face-wearing-animal-skins/
https://sovereignhillhiddenhistories.com.au/sources/
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Aboriginal Australian man ornamented for a corroboree; 

Sun Pictures of Victoria: the Fauchery-Daintree 

collection, 1858 

The photograph above from the Sun Pictures of 

Victoria: the Fauchery-Daintree collection, 

(1858) taken during the goldrush period, 

shows an unnamed man dressed for 

ceremony. Newspapers of the time record that 

corroborees were performed on the goldfields 

in exchange for money and goods.  While 

traditionally many ceremonial dances are 

sacred and people from outside a community 

are not permitted to watch them, it is thought 

that Aboriginal dancers invented much of 

these performances at the time to protect 

their genuine cultural practice from 

Europeans.  

Explore this photograph further on the Ergo 

site. 

 
NATSIEC 2015 Possum-skins. Photo: Vaso Elefsiniotis 

Victorian Curriculum: 

 VCHHC086 Explain the causes of significant events that 
shaped the Australian colonies, contributed to Australian 
Federation and the effects of these on Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples and migrants. History: 5 ς 
6, Historical Concepts and Skills, Cause and effect. 

VCHHK090 The effects of a significant development or 
event on a colony: History 5 ς 6, Historical Knowledge, 
The Australian colonies. 

VCHHK106 The significant beliefs, values and practices of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and cultures 
including trade with other communities, causes and 
effects of warfare, and death and funerary customs: 
History 7-8, Historical Knowledge, Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples and cultures. 

VCGGK080 The many Countries/Places of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples throughout Australia, and 
the custodial responsibility they have for Country/Place, 
and how this influences views about sustainability: 
Geography 3 ς 4, Geographical Knowledge, Diversity and 
significance of places and environments. 

VCHHK081 The nature of contact between Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples and others, for example, 
the Macassans and the Europeans, and the effects of 
these interactions: History 3 ς 4, Historical Knowledge, 
First contacts. 

VCHHC085 Identify and describe patterns of continuity 
and change in daily life for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
LǎƭŀƴŘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΣ ΨƴŀǘƛǾŜ ōƻǊƴΩ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Australian colonies: History 5 ς 6, Historical Concepts and 
Skills, Continuity and change. 

VCCCL013 Explain how and why laws are enforced and 
describe the roles and responsibilities of key personnel in 
law enforcement, and in the legal system: Civics and 
Citizenship  5 ς 6, Laws and Citizens. 

VCHHK137 Different experiences and perspectives of 
non-Europeans and their perspectives on changes to 
society, significant events, ideas, beliefs and values: 
History  9 ς 10,  Historical Knowledge,  The making of the 
modern world , Australia and Asia. 

 

 

 

http://ergo.slv.vic.gov.au/node/607
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHHC086
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHHK090
History%20/%20Levels%207%20and%208%20/%20Historical%20Knowledge%20/%20Aboriginal%20and%20Torres%20Strait%20Islander%20peoples%20and%20cultures
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCGGK080
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHHK081
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHHC085
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCCCL013
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHHK137
http://search.slv.vic.gov.au/primo-explore/fulldisplay?vid=MAIN&docid=SLV_VOYAGER1656103&context=L
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Museum_of_Australian_Democracy_at_Eureka#/media/File:Theeurekaflag.jpg
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December 
 

Ebenezer Mission Station, 1892. Unknown photographer 

On Thursday 5th December 2013, the 

National Trust handed over their freehold 

interests in the Ebenezer Mission, Antwerp to 

the Barengi Gadjin Land Council Aboriginal 

Corporation - Traditional Owners, Registered 

Aboriginal Party and Native Title Holders. 

The Ebenezer Mission was first gazetted in 

мусм ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά[ŀƪŜ IƛƴŘƳŀǊǎƘ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 

wŜǎŜǊǾŜέ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƛƴ мфлпΦ CǊƻƳ 

1968 until 1991, the National Trust managed 

the whole site of 0.8Ha, assuming Committee 

of Management status for the Crown Land 

reserve and freehold ownership of the balance 

of the site.  The Crown Land reservation was 

revoked in 1991 and the Crown allotment was 

sold as freehold land to Goolum Goolum 

Aboriginal Co-op Ltd., a health and welfare 

cooperative. In recent years the Barengi Gadjin 

Land Council have managed the site on the 

behalf of Goolum Goolum and the National 

Trust. 

 
Victorian missions and reserves  

 

Locate and learn about the Ebenezer reserve on 

the Mission Voices website.  When the mission 

was closed down in 1905 many residents were 

forced to relocate to Lake Tyers in Gippsland.   

Using maps, locate all Victorian reserves and 

missions and discuss what it may have been like 

for those who had settled at Ebenezer to be 

forced to live outside of their Country, on land 

where they had no spiritual and cultural 

connections.   

 

 
18th Report of The Board For The Protection Of The Aborigines 

In The Colony Of Victoria (1882). 

 

Victorian Curriculum: 

VCHHK094 The different experiences and perspectives 
of Australian democracy and citizenship, including the 
status and rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples, migrants, women, and children: History 5-6. 

VCHHK134 Intended and unintended causes and effects 
of contact and extension of settlement of European 
power(s), including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples: History 9-10. 
 
VCHHK081 The nature of contact between Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples and others, for 
example, the Macassans and the Europeans, and the 
effects of these interactions: History 3 ς 4, Historical 
Knowledge, First contacts. 

http://www.bglc.com.au/
http://www.bglc.com.au/
http://www.abc.net.au/missionvoices/layout/set/popup/media/missions_and_reserves_map/default.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/missionvoices/ebenezer/mission_history/
http://www.abc.net.au/missionvoices/layout/set/popup/media/missions_and_reserves_map/default.htm
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHHK094
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHHK134
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHHK081
http://pandora.nla.gov.au/pan/44035/20061123-0000/www.abc.net.au/missionvoices/general/missions_and_reserves_map/default.html
https://www.jstor.org/stable/41719776?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://digitised-collections.unimelb.edu.au/bitstream/handle/11343/21345/114148_Protection of Aborigines Report 18 1882.pdf?sequence=18&isAllowed=y
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World Human Rights Day: 

Dec 10  

 

Human Rights are inherent rights that are 

believed to belong to every person, without 

discrimination of any kind. 

Celebrating its 70th year, the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is 

a milestone document in the history of human 

rights. Drafted by representatives with 

different legal and cultural backgrounds from 

all regions of the world, the Declaration was 

proclaimed by the United Nations General 

Assembly in Paris on 10 December 1948 

(General Assembly resolution 217 A) as a 

common standard of achievements for all 

peoples and all nations. It sets out, for the first 

time, fundamental human rights to be 

universally protected and it has been 

translated into over 500 languages. 

The Kids World Citizens site helping young 

ƳƛƴŘǎ ΨƎƻ ƎƭƻōŀƭΩ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ resources, activities, 

books, and lessons on human rights to help 

parents and teacher introduce them to their 

kids.  

 

In 1950, The UN General Assembly proclaimed 

December 10 as Human Rights Day, to bring to 

ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ΨƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ worldΩ the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights as the 

common standard of achievement for all 

peoples and all nations. 

 

 

Rights and Freedoms produced by the HTAV in 

consultation with Koorie community 

members, examines Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander rights and freedoms in Australia 

in the context of international declarations and 

movements. Written for the Australian 

Curriculum: History at Year 10, it includes 

https://kidworldcitizen.org/human-rights-lessons-kids/
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/index.htm
https://kidworldcitizen.org/human-rights-lessons-kids/
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summaries, curriculum links, sources, varied 

activities and an accompanying CD, relevant to 

both national and Victorian examples. 

Purchase a copy of the Victorian-based teacher 

resource - Rights and Freedoms  with great 

background information, curriculum links and 

variety of activities. This is particularly relevant 

for upper secondary students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explore the  Indigenous Rights SLV website for 

an introduction into  Native Title and the 

struggle for land, the history of Reconciliation 

in Australia, the impact of European 

settlement on Aboriginal  communities in 

Victoria and how individuals spoke out for their 

right to fair treatment.  

 
Margaret Wirrapunda from the Ulupna clan of the Yorta 
Yorta people reacting to the native title claim rejection 
by the Federal Court in 1988; The Age, 19 Dec 1998, p8; 
photograph by Luis Ascu. 
 
 

With your students watch Vote Yes for 

Aborigines (2007) by Yorta Yorta director 

Frances Peters-Little about the 1967 

referendum and the campaign for Aboriginal 

citizenship rights that led up to it. 

 

Download ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ Vote 

Yes for Aborigines and design some lessons and 

activities suitable for your students.  

 

 

http://www.htav.asn.au/shop/middle-years/rights-and-freedoms
http://ergo.slv.vic.gov.au/explore-history/fight-rights/indigenous-rights
http://ergo.slv.vic.gov.au/glossary/term/56
http://www.creativespirits.info/resources/movies/vote-yes-for-aborigines#ixzz2mS4ZjgOe
http://www.roninfilms.com.au/video/0/0/492.html?words=vote+yes
https://www.htav.asn.au/shop/middle-years/rights-and-freedoms
http://ergo.slv.vic.gov.au/explore-history/fight-rights/indigenous-rights/native-title-yorta-yorta
https://www.roninfilms.com.au/feature/492/vote-yes-for-aborigines.html
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With upper primary school students, explore 

the Talk about Rights website and teaching 

resources for a range of activities. Students are 

led into issues through famous Australian 

speeches. 

 

Talk about Rights explores the changes to 

democratic and citizenship rights of Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander peoples since 1900. 

Students are led into issues through famous 

Australian speeches. They will explore how 

authors use language in creative ways to 

persuade and describe, and how people use 

written and spoken language to suit social 

purposes and address particular audiences.  

 

 

 

 

Victorian Curriculum: 

VCECD002 Explore the type of acts often considered 

right and those often considered wrong and the reasons 

why they are considered so: Ethical Capability F -2, 

Decision Making and Actions. 

VCECU005 Explore the extent to which particular acts 

might be regarded by different people as good or bad, 

right or wrong, better or worse, and explain why: Ethical 

Capability 3 ς 4, Understanding Concepts. 

VCECU014 Explore the contested meaning of concepts 

including freedom, justice, and rights and 

responsibilities, and the extent they are and should be 

valued by different individuals and groups: Ethical 

Capability 7 ς 8, Understanding Concepts. 

VCPSCSO039 Investigate human rights and discuss how 

these contribute to a cohesive community: Personal and 

Social Capability 7 ς 8: Social Awareness and 

Management, Relationships and diversity. 

VCPSCSO048 Acknowledge the importance of empathy 

and the acceptance of diversity for a cohesive 

community and reflect on the effectiveness of strategies 

for being respectful of diversity and human rights: 

Personal and Social Capability 9 and 10, Social 

Awareness and Management, Relationships and 

diversity. 

VCHHK094 The different experiences and perspectives 
of Australian democracy and citizenship, including the 
status and rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples, migrants, women, and children: History 5-6, 
Historical Knowledge, Australia as a nation. 

VCHHK151 Significance of the Universal Declaration of 

IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

development of the declaration: History 9 - 10:  

Historical Knowledge, The modern world and Australia, 

Rights and freedoms (1945 ς the present) 

VCHHK152 Causes of the struggle of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander peoples for rights and freedoms 

before 1965: History 9 ς 10, Historical Knowledge, The 

modern world and Australia, Rights and freedoms (1945 

ς the present). 

VCHHK156 Continuity and change for Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander peoples in securing and achieving 

civil rights and freedoms in Australia: History, 9 ς 10, 

Historical Knowledge, The modern world and Australia, 

Rights and freedoms (1945 ς the present). 

VCCCC015 Identify different points of view on a 

contemporary issue relating to democracy and 

citizenship: Civics and Citizenship 5 ς 6, Citizenship, 

Diversity and Identity. 

VCCCC017 Examine the concept of global citizenship: 

Civics and Citizenship 5 ς 6, Citizenship, Diversity and 

Identity. 

VCCCC025 Identify how values can promote cohesion 

within Australian society, including the values of 

freedom, respect, inclusion, civility, responsibility, 

compassƛƻƴΣ Ŝǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ΨŦŀƛǊ ƎƻΩ:  Civics and 

Citizenship 7 ς 8, Citizenship, Diversity and Identity. 

VCELT437 Explore and reflect on personal understanding 

of the world and significant human experience gained 

from interpreting various representations of life matters 

in texts: English 9, Reading and Viewing, Literature. 

VCGGK154 Role of initiatives by international and 

national government and non-government organisations 

to improve human wellbeing in Australia and other 

countries: Geography, 9 ς 10, Geographical Knowledge, 

Geographies of human wellbeing. 

http://e4ac.edu.au/units/year-6/index.html
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCECD002
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCECU005
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCECU014
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCPSCSO039
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCPSCSO048
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHHK094
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHHK151
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHHK152
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHHK156
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCCCC015
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCCCC017
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCCCC025
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCELT437
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCGGK154
http://e4ac.edu.au/units/year-6/index.html
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December 13 marks the anniversary 

of the first successful Native Title 

settlement in Victoria - found in 

favour of the Wotjobaluk, Jaadwa, 

Jadawadjali, Wergaia and Jupagalk 

Traditional Owners. 

On the 13th December 2005, the Federal Court 

of Australia ruled in favour of Native Title 

claimants the Wotjobaluk, Jaadwa, 

Jadawadjali, Wergaia and Jupagulk Peoples of 

Western Victoria.  This  determination was 

particularly significant for the Jardwadjali and 

Wergaia peoples as it was the first successful 

native title claim in south-eastern Australia.   

With students locate Wotjobaluk, Jaadwa, 

Jadawadjali, Wergaia and Jupagalk Country in 

the Wimmera region of western Victoria and 

learn as much as you can about connection to 

Country, languages and culture.   

Read The Age article about the native title 

recognition of the Wotjobaluk, Jaadwa, 

Jadawadjali, Wergaia and Jupagulk Peoples. 

Discuss with students why this determination 

is so important. Discuss how the settlement 

recognised native title to only 2% of the land 

originally claimed. 

Read about the life of Watjobaluk Elder Uncle 

William John Kennedy Snr acknowledged by 

the NT court, who sadly passed away before 

Native Title settlement was reached.  

Discuss the commonality between the first 

successful Native Title determination in 

Australia (hint aka Mabo decision) and the first 

successful determination in Victoria. What 

might it might be like to fight for years for 

Native Title recognition and to not live to see 

victory. How can we honour those activists?  

 

Justice Merkel said the success of the 

Wotjobaluk, Jaadwa, Jadawadjali, Wergaia and 

Jupagalk peoples' native title claims was 

testimony to their acknowledgement of 

traditional laws and observance of customs.  

He said the case was "a living example" that 

traditional laws were not fixed and 

unchanging. Rather, they evolved over time in 

response to changing social and economic 

needs to which all societies adapted. 

 
Photo source: http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/past-

gives-aborigines-strength/2005/12/13/1134236064303.html 

 

 

 

Blak Inside is a collection of six plays from 

Victoria by Aboriginal writers which 

encompass a myriad of issues about the 

Aboriginal experience. 

Learn about the works of Tracey Rigney - 

Wotjabaluk /Ngarrindjeri storyteller, actor and 

playwright - and study the play Belonging  

which follows the taunts and temptations of a 

school girl, and her personal struggle to remain 

true to her culture and herself.  

 For advice and protocols around Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander drama/theatre 

education, see the excellent guidelines 

published by Drama Australia. 

http://www.vaclang.org.au/item/aboriginal-languages-of-victoria.html
http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/past-gives-aborigines-strength/2005/12/13/1134236064303.html
http://www.eurekastreet.com.au/article.aspx?aeid=1355#.VCOA7fmSwrU
http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/past-gives-aborigines-strength/2005/12/13/1134236064303.html
http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/past-gives-aborigines-strength/2005/12/13/1134236064303.html
https://australianplays.org/script/CP-117
https://australianplays.org/script/CP-1403
http://www.dramaaustralia.org.au/assets/files/ATSIguidelinesFinalSept07.pdf

